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TESTIMONY OF JOHN A. SMITH

My name is JohnA. Smith and I representthe Illinois Section - AmericanWaterWorks
Association. ISAWWA is a state section of the AmericanWaterWorks Association(AWWA).
Membershipincludeswaterutilities, operatorsandprofessionalsthroughoutthestate. I appreciatethe
opportunityto speakbeforetheBoardon the issueof peakerplants andon theuseofwaterresources.

1 Do peakerplants needto be regulatedmore strictly than Illinois’ currentair quality statutesand
regulationsprovide?

ISAWWA doesnot feel that peakerplants shouldbe singledout andregulatedmorestrictly than
otherpowerplant typesin illinois with regardto air quality statues.Adequategenerationof electric
poweris importantto the futureeconomicgrowth ofIllinois.

2. Do peakerplants pose a unique threat, or a greater threat thanothertypes of State-regulated
facilities, with respectto air pollution, noisepollution,or groundwateror surfacewaterpollution?

ISAWWA believes that peakerplants pose no greaterpollution threat than any other type of
industry andthatexistingregulationsareadequatefor protection.

3. Shouldnew or expandingpeakerplants be subjectto siting requirementsbeyondapplicablelocal
zoningrequirements?

ISAWWA believesthatpeakerplantsiting requirementsshouldencouragethe siting of theseplants
nearasanitarywater treatmentplant if practical soas to utilize the dischargefrom the sanitary
watertreatmentplant for coolingwater.

4. If the Board determinesthat peakerplants should be more strictly regulatedor restricted,should
additional regulationsor restrictionsapply to currently permittedfacilities or only to new facilities
andexpansions?



We only wishto commenton the useof waterresourcesby thesefacilities:

1. the Stateof Illinois mustmanage,protect andenhancethedevelopmentof the water
resourcesoftheState,as anaturalandpublic resource;

2. water resourceshave an essentialand pervasiverole in the social andeconomic
well-beingof thepeopleof Illinois andis of vital importanceto the generalhealth,
safety,andeconomicwelfare;

3. waterresourcesoftheStatemustbeusedfor beneficialandlegitimatepurposes;and

4. wasteanddegradationofwaterresourcesmustbeprevented.

ISAWWA is not opposedto theuseofwaterresourcesby peakerplants; we areonly asking
for the responsibleuseofwaterresourcesby thesefacilities, andall majornewwater-consumers.We
believethatregulationorpermitting of largewaterresourcewithdrawalsshouldbethe responsibilityof
regionalagencies,suchasmunicipalities,counties,orwaterboards,andthata Stateagencyshouldhave
oversightof the regionalagencies.

We believethat thebasisfor thedecisionon how muchwaterthatcanbe safelyusedfrom a
designatedwaterresourcebebasedon theexistingknowledgeandscientificstudiesof thatresourceand
if knowledgeof theresourceis lacking, thenadditional researchinto theadequacyof thesourcebe done
beforeallowing majorwithdrawals. The decisionto allow thedevelopmentof existing or newwater
resourcesmustbe basedon soundscience,notpolitics. We believethat funding mustbe adequatefor
theStateagencyto performthesestudies.

In conclusion,Illinois SectionAWWA is not opposedto peakerfacilities. We arecalling for
the rules and regulationof water resourcesbe basedon scientific studies of our valuablewater
resources,and that an unbiasedStateagencybe chargedwith oversightof regional water usage.
Adequatefundingof this Stateagencyto allow for scientificstudyofour Statewaterresourcesmustbe
provided,andtheStatemusthaveaplanfor theefficientmanagementofwaterresources.

Thankyou.
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